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To members of and regular worshippers at Maghull Methodist Church (by email or post to each household) 

 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ 

 

Over the last three months, which have been challenging for us all in different ways, I have heard a number of 

people talking about optimism and hope. I much prefer the second of those words because as, the hymn puts 

it, ‘All my hope on God is founded’. There have been many inspiring responses to the challenges of the COVID-

19 pandemic by individuals and organizations, across our country, around the world, and within our church 

community. 

 

The government has now confirmed that places of worship may open for what it calls ‘communal worship’ 

from 4 July and it issued its guidance on Monday, 29 June. The Methodist Church’s guidance was issued 

earlier than expected on Tuesday, 30 June. The government has stated that those responsible for the 

management of a place of worship (in our case the Church Council) ‘have discretion over when they consider 

it safe to open’. The Church Council considered this subject at its recent meeting, appointed a small group to 

look at government and Methodist Church guidance, and will return to it when it meets again on 30 July. 

Meanwhile, the building remains closed apart from its use by the South Sefton Foodbank on Tuesday 

mornings. 

 

In the introduction to its latest guidance, the government acknowledges the importance of places of worship 

for many individuals, and in bringing communities and generations together; it also says:  

However, their communal nature can make them places that are particularly vulnerable to the spread of 

COVID-19. 

 

This is why we need to proceed carefully and follow the guidance being issued by both the government and 

the Methodist Church; as the government said in May and the Methodist Church affirmed, ‘the overriding 

priority remains to save lives’. The government recommends that the streaming of worship or other events 

continues, both to avoid large gatherings and to continue to reach those individuals who are self -isolating or 

particularly vulnerable to COVID-19. 

 

This morning, a small group appointed by the Church Council met (using Zoom) to discuss the guidance we 

have received so far and to plan the way forward. The members of that group are Janet Berry (0151 531 

9520; janetberry120@btinternet.com), Anne Brown (0151 531 9781; amb9781@gmail.com), Phill Brown 

(0151 531 9781; phillbrown@blueyonder.co.uk), Lesley Echlin (0151 526 4914; 

lesley.echlin@hotmail.co.uk), Ken Nayler (01695 421232; ken@nayler.net), and me (details above). 

 

We thought it important to share with you a couple of sections from the Methodist Church guidance. The first 

says: 

Before we consider the practical aspects of reopening our church buildings, it is very important that we 

take time to reflect: 

“Church” can be wherever we gather or scatter, conscious of our calling as disciples of Jesus. We 

already knew this, but the lockdown has brought it into sharp focus. We are now permitted to open our 

buildings once more. A desire to “return to normal” is natural, but may not be practically possible or 

missionally necessary at this time. Our task in this moment is to consider what use of our buildings and 

what pattern of worship will best serve the discipleship of our people and the needs of our local 

community. 
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The second follows: 
 

As we emerge from lockdown, these questions can help us discern what God has been doing in us and in 

our communities. In this context, we can consider what God would have us do with our buildings and 

how God would have us worship: 

• What have you learned during lockdown as a church that excites you about worship? What have you 

learned about evangelism and building relationships with new people? 

• What have you not grieved for or missed as a church during lockdown? What might you decide not to 

pick up again? 

• How have you perceived God’s presence and hiddenness? 

• What has lockdown taught you about the foundations of your mission as a local church? 

 

Regarding the practical aspects, there is also a lot of work to be done before and after we have opened the 

building for wider use. 

 

We are of the view that the priority in our planning for the wider use of the building should be on worship, 

though we will also be consulting with the leaders of other user-groups about their expectations. We are very 

conscious that the reopening for public worship will affect us all in different ways; for example: 

➢ there are some of you who have been unable to attend public worship for a long time and will be unable to 

do so in the future; we believe it is important to provide opportunities for you to share in worship at and 

from home, and the ‘lockdown’ has challenged many to be more committed to and creative about this; 

➢ there are some of you who attended worship before the ‘lockdown’ began in March and will probably be 

wondering how soon it will be wise to do so again; for example, the government’s guidance issued on 29 

June reminds us that ‘certain groups of people may be at increased risk of severe disease from COVID-19, 

including people who are aged 70 or older, regardless of medical conditions’ and that ’individuals who fall 

within this group are advised to stay at home as much as possible and, if they do go out, to take particular 

care to minimise contact with others outside of their household’; 

➢ there are others of you who attended worship before the ‘lockdown’ began in March and will wish to do so 

again when it appropriate to do so; it is important to recognise that we will not be returning to things as 

they were; for example, some of our local preachers may not be available to lead worship and preach, 

physical distancing is required so fewer will be able to gather, the Methodist Church’s guidance advises 

that ‘services are adapted to be undertaken in the shortest reasonable time – a maximum of 30-45 

minutes should be considered’, Holy Communion will be celebrated differently, and singing should be 

avoided but we could listen to recordings. 

 

I hope you will appreciate that there are many factors for the group to take into consideration as it prepares 

what to say to and ask the Church Council when it meets again on 30 July. The group would appreciate your 

thoughts and feelings about all this so please be in touch with any of its members. We are meeting again (via 

Zoom) on 15 July so conversations before that would be particularly helpful so that we have a better 

understanding of your hopes and concerns. 

 

Finally, a word about weekly offerings in response to a number of enquiries. When lockdown started no one 

knew how long it was going to last and many people have been keeping their offerings to one side. When we 

are able to meet again, in terms of security and the amount of time it will take to count, it is impractical to 

have large amounts of cash being brought to church. With this in mind we ask, if you are able, to make an 

online or telephone banking payment; Anne Brown will be pleased to give you the church bank details.  

Alternatively, you can send a cheque made payable to Maghull Methodist Church to her at 31 Sandford Drive, 

Maghull  L31 0AL, and she will acknowledge receipt. If you are part of the envelope scheme, please keep the 

envelopes and bring them to church when we are able to meet. 

 

I continue to hold you all in my prayers. 

 

Yours in Christ 

 
Neil A Stubbens 


